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The Candle of Love for Advent Week 4
This is the final week of Advent, churches will light two
candles; the candle of LOVE and the CHRIST candle.

What Is the Candle of Love?
The love candle, otherwise known as the Angel candle,
represents purity. We see the other candles representing
a part of the Christmas story in addition to virtues.

Week One - The prophecies about the coming Messiah
Week Two - Bethlehem, Jesus’ birthplace
Week Three - The shepherds who came to see Jesus
Week Four - The angels who proclaimed the good news
of Jesus’ birth to the shepherds.

Love plays a vital role in the Christmas story. Because of
Joseph’s love for Mary, he didn’t stone her when he found

out she was pregnant with what he thought was a child out of wedlock with
another man (Matthew 1:18-19). Mary has a natural motherly love for Jesus,
and ultimately, we see God’s love for everyone by sending his son for us (John
3:16). Jesus focused on preaching love throughout his ministry. Two of his
greatest commands involve love: Love God, love your neighbor (Matthew
22:36-40). Love is the greatest of all the virtues on the Advent wreath and
encompasses Jesus’ entire purpose for being on earth (1 Corinthians 13:13).



What Does the Bible Say about Love?
Not surprisingly, the Bible has a lot to say about love. Depending on your
translation, the word appears 100-300 times throughout Scripture. It makes
sense. God is love(1 John 4)
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 alone tallies off a number of characteristics of love: it’s
patient, kind, it does not envy, etc.
We cannot walk with Christ without it, and we cannot have the Christmas
story without it. As Linus states in A Charlie Brown Christmas, “That’s what
Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.”

What Is the Christ Candle?
In addition to the love candle, churches will light the
white candle at the center of the wreath on Christmas
Day or Christmas Eve.
The white tends to symbolize Christ’s purity, showing
Christ’s blamelessness. The Christ candle represents
Christ and the role he plays in the Christmas story. Jesus
brought light into the world through his arrival on earth
as a baby.

Why Does This Matter?
We cannot be Christians without Christ and without
love. Jesus is the reason for the season. Otherwise, our
works and our purpose on earth are for nothing. We need
Christ and Christ’s love to share the Good News of
salvation throughout the earth. Christ connects all the
Advent candles. Through him, we can have hope, peace,

joy, and love. Without him, why have any of those things? Christ steps down
into darkness to light the world (John 8:12). Because of him, we can be a light
unto others, showing them the true meaning of Christmas.

https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/just-drop-the-blanket-the-moment-you-never-noticed-in-a-charlie-brown-christmas.html


My Prayer
Heavenly Father, the whole meaning of Christmas can be
explained in one little four-letter word…LOVE. You sent
your gift of pure love to us that first Christmas. Love
descended from heaven to be born of a virgin. Love lay in
the scratchy hay of a manger in a meager barn in
Bethlehem. All of your love, God, was robed in the delicate

skin of a baby and wrapped in swaddling clothes. This final week of Advent
helps us to reflect on the magnitude of love that was made manifest in Jesus.
You are King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Messiah, and Ruler of All, yet you
came not as a lion but as a lamb. You came as an innocent baby whose purpose
was to walk this earth in complete love and then to sacrificially give your life
as an atonement for the sins of your children. Emmanuel. God with us. Love in
the form of a man.There is no greater gift than this, that a man should lay
down his life for his friends. You willingly gave the gift of your life because of
your love. Your righteous blood covered our sin. You redeem and restore us
when we confess you as Lord and Savior of our life. In that moment, you give
us the gift of your love for all eternity. We receive grace upon grace and mercy
upon mercy in that moment.The greatest gift of all came that first Christmas.
It wasn’t wrapped in a beautiful package and set under a decorated tree. The
greatest gift came wrapped in the flesh of baby Jesus and laid in the rough
wood of a manger. Our perfect gift would later be rewrapped in the scars of
our sin and nailed to the rugged wood of a cross on Calvary, all because of love.
Father, this final week of Advent, fill our hearts and minds with the
significance of that truth. Thank you, Lord, for loving us enough to send Jesus.
In Jesus’ precious name we pray. Amen



Song of the Week…
Five-time GRAMMY nominated artist Matthew West released
a new original holiday album this year.
"I had the idea for “The Hope of Christmas” pretty early in 2020,"
shares Matthew West on his new holiday track. "It’s felt like we
could use a little Christmas right now! I find myself looking
back at the Christmases of my youth, life seemed so much

simpler then. There’s a line in the song that says, 'these days peace on earth is
hard to find, and I need you to remind me one more time.' I guess that pretty
much sums up how I’ve been feeling this year, and I have a feeling I’m not the
only one. I see a world reeling from the turmoil of a pandemic, political
divides, and racial tension. I’ve always felt that my calling as a songwriter is to
extract that hope even from situations where it seems all hope is lost. Writing
this song helped me remember the reason why we can always have hope. Hope
has a name. His name is Jesus, the Hope of Christmas."
This song brings tears to my eyes but I love it, hope you do too. Remember
Jesus loves you!
https://youtu.be/K8Sh01stC3M

Free Advent Christmas Coloring
Coloring pages at your fingertips. Click on the
link below and download free Advent and
Christmas coloring pages to keep your little ones
busy and creative during these colorful times...

https://www.googlece=univ&tbm=isch&q=free+advent+colouring+pages&sa=X
&ved=2ahUKEwiEktqR37XtAhW7FVkFHffWCqgQjJkEegQIAxAB

https://youtu.be/K8Sh01stC3M
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enCA712CA712&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=free+advent+colouring+pages&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiEktqR37XtAhW7FVkFHffWCqgQjJkEegQIAxAB
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C5CHFA_enCA712CA712&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=free+advent+colouring+pages&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiEktqR37XtAhW7FVkFHffWCqgQjJkEegQIAxAB


Things to do and places you can go this
coming season…

Christmas shopping?Decorating ornaments? Looking for
that special, personalized gift from the heart? Get inspired!
Ceramic Cafe is the one stop shop for all your crafty holiday

projects. The best part is that you can do it all from home as
a family...great fun for the kids! Check out their website and

start creating! https://leccs.com/en/

The Great Christmas Market
Take part in the cultural, festive and culinary
activities taking place in Montréal during the
holiday season and celebrate,and celebrate, in
complete safety, the delightful Nordicity of the
city.
https://noelmontreal.ca/grandmarchedenoel/en/the-great-christ
mas-market

https://www.trevi.com/en/the-magic-of-christmas-trevi?srsltid=

AfmBOoqUuwQ7KvW7ExHuRwVrN5n30X3Z28zoDJV_2-uQg

6XgFer_aPA

https://leccs.com/en/
https://noelmontreal.ca/grandmarchedenoel/en/the-great-christmas-market/
https://noelmontreal.ca/grandmarchedenoel/en/the-great-christmas-market/
https://www.trevi.com/en/the-magic-of-christmas-trevi?srsltid=AfmBOoqUuwQ7KvW7ExHu%EE%A4%88RwVrN5n30X3Z28zoDJV_2-uQg6XgFer_aPA-
https://www.trevi.com/en/the-magic-of-christmas-trevi?srsltid=AfmBOoqUuwQ7KvW7ExHu%EE%A4%88RwVrN5n30X3Z28zoDJV_2-uQg6XgFer_aPA-
https://www.trevi.com/en/the-magic-of-christmas-trevi?srsltid=AfmBOoqUuwQ7KvW7ExHu%EE%A4%88RwVrN5n30X3Z28zoDJV_2-uQg6XgFer_aPA-


Resources For Couples, Parents & Families

FYI … The Hallmark Channel
Looking for some family Christmas movies? The
Hallmark channel has already begun their
countdown to Christmas. Get the Hallmark Channel
schedule, enter sweepstakes, celebrate Christmas, and
find original Hallmark movies, series and so much
more family stuff!
https://www.hallmarkchannel.com/

At Focus on the Family Canada, families are equipped with practical advice grounded
in Biblical truths so they can thrive. When families are strong, they leave a valuable
imprint on society for generations to come. Focus on the Family is committed to
helping Canadians nurture, protect and invest in their families so they can thrive,
even in the messy brokenness of our world.
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca

https://www.hallmarkchannel.com/
https://www.focusonthefamily.ca/


Contemporary Christian Music radio stations are listener-supported ministries to
be a Biblical, Christ-centered communications and educational ministry dedicated
to reaching people and igniting transformation within by affirming faith, inspiring
hope and equipping each person to live an intentional life in Christ.
The vision is to see individuals, families, churches and nations of the world
transformed – as evidenced by individuals living an intentional life in Christ.
https://www.myflr.org
https://www.siriusxm.ca/channels/the-message

https://www.klove.com

At Intentional Living, they hold a passion to help people live intentionally in the five
essential areas of life: Faith, Relationships, Health, Finances and Work. Ever since
their establishment in 2007 they have been motivated by their God-given mission,
vision and message.
https://www.theintentionallife.com

https://www.myflr.org
https://www.siriusxm.ca/channels/the-message
https://www.klove.com
https://www.theintentionallife.com


Pure Flix is a Christian film production and distribution studio founded by David
A. R. White and Russell Wolfe, inspired by Netflix. PureFlix produces Christian
films, including God's Not Dead, Do You Believe?, Woodlawn, The Case for
Christ, and Unplanned. Positive entertainment that changes lives, inspires
hearts, and lifts the spirit. Premium streaming with no ads or interruptions.
https://www.pureflix.com

MERRY CHRISTMAS

https://www.pureflix.com

